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Stephens House (Site) 
Galena 
c. 1789-1793 ' 

The Stephens House had stood on the southwest comer of the 
Hi, 

crossroads of present day Galena. Originally part of a tract called McCa/s 

purchase and owned by Robert Maxwell, Sr., this lot and others were sold 

by Maxwell in the 1780's and 90's. At the time of its first transfer to Garrett 

' Vansant in 17891 the purchase price was a mere @50. When he sold the 

property just four years later to Joshua Vansant the price had increased to 

@200, a Likely indication that the house had been constructed during his 

. ownership. Between the 1780's and the 1840's there were several owners, 

but when the Stephens family purchased the property in 1843,2 they would 

continue to own it for a hundred years. 

The sole existing photograph of the Stephens House was taken by 

the HABS photographer in the 1930's. The house appears to have been a 

twin to the former Chesterville Hotel located on the comer of that crossroad 

village. The form and fenestration of the building suggests that it had a hall-

parlor plan with attached kitchen, all imder the same roof. The one room 

kitchen addition on the end of the house may date from 1796-1799 when 

there was another increase in the purchase price.3 Soon after the 

photograph was taken, the house was demoUshed. 

1. Land Records, Lib. DD 5, fol. 381. 

2. LandRecords, Lib. JKHl.fol . 824. 

3. LandRecords, Lib. BC4, fol. 411. 
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Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1 . Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Vansan t House 

and/or common Stephens House ( s i t e ) 

2. Location 
street & numlier A u g u s t i n e Herman Highway not for publication 

city, town Galena vicinity of congressional district 1 s t 

state Maryland county Kent 

3. Ciassiffication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 

^ site 
object 

Ownership 
. public 
X private 

both 
Public Acquisition 

in process 
being considered 

n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X other: R e s t a u r a n t 

4. Owner off Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owners) 

name W i l l i a m E. Lowman 

street & number P.O. Box 57 t e l e p h o n e n o , : 4 1 0 - 6 4 8 - 5 7 7 6 

city, town Ga lena s t a t e and z i p code MD 21635 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r MLM 1 

street & numt>er Cross Street f o l i o 382 

city, town C h e s t e r t o w n state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic American Building Survey 

date X federal state county local 

depository for survey records Library of Congress 

city, town Wash ing ton state DC 



7. Description Survey No. K-526 

Condition 
excellent 
good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one Check one 
unaltered X original site 

^ altered moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Billy's Seafood Restaurant now occupies the site of the Stephens House at Galena. 
The house was demolished soon after the photo was taken for the Historic American 
Building Survey in the 1930's. From the single photo it is possible to hypothesize 
its similarities to the "Chesterville Hotel" which has also been lost. 

When the photo was taken, the five bay building retained its beaded siding and 
three 'A' roof dormers. The placement of the chimney at about one third from the 
west end was identical to the Chesterville Hotel, That and the position of the doors 
and windows suggests the building had a hall-parlor plan plus a one-room kitchen on 
the west end. The entire building was on the same level and had the same roof line. 
Judging from the chain of title, the house was constructed between 1789 and 1793. 

The form and general size of the house was repeated in another Galena House, 
the Orlando Sutton House, which has survived to the present day. 



8. Significance Survey No. K-526 

Period 
prehistoric 

•

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

JL_ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

^ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates b t n 1789-1793 Builder/Architect Unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B̂ Ĉ D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B̂ Ĉ D̂ Ê F̂ G 

Level of Significance: n̂ational state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Stephens House is an important document of a type house built in Kent County 
villages by tradesmen at the end of the 18th Century. Its owners were not influential 
citizens of the County, but their work contributed to the economy of the area and 
made Galena the thriving community that it became by the end of the 19th Century. 

Robert Maxwell, Sr., Esquire owned the farm on the southwest corner of Downes 
Crossroads, called McCay's Purchase. He sold off lots along the road to Chestertown, 
this one being about the sixth. This J acre lot he sold to Garrett Vansant, a cooper, 
in 1789 for fcSO, adjoining the lot of Christopher Vansant. Garrett sold his lot with 
house for £i200 in 1793 to Joshua Vansant, a farmer. Isaac Woodland, a blacksmith 

r̂chased the property in 1796 for the same amount of money, and by the time he sold 
in 1799 he was living in Cecil County. 
William Dinsmore a merchant paid fe335 for the property but died within a year. 

There is no indication in the deed for the substantial increase in price from three 
years earlier. The house and half acre lot remained in Dinsmore's estate and was 
assessed in 1822 for $300, the same year his heirs sold it to Lambert Sappington, 
a farmer. 

Samuel Sappington took the property as the oldest heir of Lambert, in 1834, but 
by 1838 he had fallen behind in his taxes. In 1843 the- house was sold to the highest 
bidder, to pay the back taxes of $8.87, Julia Anna, the wife of Captain T.N. Stephens 
purchase the house and it remained in her family until it was again sold for taxes in 1943. 

The house was in the state of repair indicted in the HABS photo and was demolished 
by the new owner Frank H. Ruth. Since that time there have been five owners and two 
businesses: a service station and a restaurant. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-526 

Kent County Land Records & Wills 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Michael Bourne 

organization H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty of Kent County, I n c . date March 1995 

street & number P .O. Box 663 telephone 4 1 0 - 7 7 8 - 3 4 9 9 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea ted by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infringement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t y r i g h t s . 
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Lake, Criffing, Stevenson 
Atlas of Kent Co., 1877 
First District Map 



U.S.C.S. 7.5 Min. Map 
Galena Quad 
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Ziegler, Charles A. "An Architectural Monograph on Colonial Architecture of the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland." The White Pine Series of Architectural Monographs, v. II n. 6 
(Dec. 1916): page 8. 
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